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farming for tomorrow

To prevent choking, Japanese radish must be Diary cows require top-quality fodder, making ryegrass an excellent
fed to cattle whole rather than chopped. choice for optimum milk production. Ryegrass is particularly efficient in
It's an excellent supply of roughage for dairy cows. combination with silage and winter cereals such as oats and stooling rye.
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Getting over the winter slum
PLANTED PAS

The selection of an appropriate base crop is vital for livestock farming on planted pasture. It forms
a.solid foundation for an ongoing fodder flow to ensure optimal production and profitability.
The base crop will also determine additional pasture species that can be planted for the periods
when its growth slows down. Jan Coetzer of Pannar explains the importance of appropriate
base crops and how to use planted pasture in dairy, beef and sheep farming. Annelie Coleman reports.

IARY CATTLE REQUIRE TOP such as ryegrass,” Jan explains. “But the animals over the winter. However,
quality feed, explains Jan ryegrass on its own won't meet a herd’s ryegrass struggles in the intense South
Coetzer, Pannar’s product nutritional demands permanently, even African heat and annual ryegrass dies out
manager for forage crops. perennial ryegrass. It's growth slows down in summer. It's therefore advisable to grow
He says every unit of nutrition intake in winter and additional fodder will be additional, quality forage crops such as
above the cow’s basic maintenance needed to maintain full production.” forage sorghum or clovers in summer. These
requirement is essential for increased milk “Silage and grains such as stooling can be used to compliment the ryegrass
production, and therefore profitability. rye or oats are a good choice to carry and maintain maximum milk yields."
“One should aim for a system that
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provides lots of the best quality fodder
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« Planted pastures are becoming increasingly
important in beef cattle production.

« An appropriate base crop is the foundation of
successful farming on planted pastures.

» Ryegrass on its own won't meet a herd's |
nutritional demands permanently. |
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